
 

 

Series: Basic Christian Life 
Title: Lesson 4 — Who Is Jesus? 
 
Jesus is the center of the Christian religion.  To follow Him well, we must have a clear 
understanding of who He is.  He is the head of the church (Colossians 1:18), the means of 
creation (John 1:3), and He will be the culmination of human history (Revelation 19:11). 
Because of His nature, it is fitting for Him to have the preeminence in all things.  Without Him, 
all of our attempts at spiritual advancement will fail.  Life itself will be empty and without 
meaning.  One has said, “Christ is all --- All building without him is on sand, which will surely 
fall.  All working without him is in the fire, where it will be consumed.  All riches without him 
have wings and will fly away.”1   
 Our study on following Jesus will be empty and hollow if we don’t cultivate a clear 
understanding concerning the person of Jesus.  The Christian life isn’t about a code of ethics, 
a system of religion, or a canon of teachings.  It is about a relationship with a person!  In order 
to follow Jesus well, we must understand who He is.  In this chapter, we will become more 
familiar with His nature by focusing on five important truths about our Lord. 
 
JESUS WAS MORE THAN A MAN. 
To know Jesus, you must first comprehend what makes Him unique.  He is special.  There is 
no one or no thing like Him.  When on Earth, He was more than a religious teacher, spiritual 
leader, or moral example.  He was the Son of God, and he remains the Son of God to this day.  
When John the Baptist met Him, he proclaimed, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the 
sin of the world!” (John 1:29).   
 Apart from John’s testimony, miracles confirmed Jesus’ special nature (Mark 2:10).  He 
healed the sick, showing He has the power to remedy spiritual sickness (Mark 2:1-12).  He 
performed miraculous feats over nature, proving He is Creator God (Mark 4:35-41).  He cast 
out demons, indicating He had power over the spirit world (Mark 5:1-20).  He miraculously fed 
people with food, exhibiting the way in which He can spiritually nourish those who trust Him 
(Mark 6:30-44).  He even raised the dead, showing He gives eternal life to all who trust in Him 
(John 11:1-44). 
 When He was on Earth, a voice from heaven confirmed Jesus’ unique nature on more 
than one occasion.  At His baptism, onlookers heard a voice announce, “You are my beloved 
Son; with you I am well-pleased” (Mark 1:11).  Another time Jesus took His closest disciples up 
onto a mountain top.  His appearance was transformed in front of them and He embodied the 
glory of the Lord.  A voice was heard once again, saying, “This is my beloved Son; listen to 
him!” (Mark 9:7).  In both instances, the voice from heaven was undoubtedly the voice of God.  
The Lord’s miraculous announcements from heaven were intended to convey that Jesus was 
unique.  Those who heard His teaching and witnessed His miracles were encouraged to pay 
special attention. 
 Jesus is also special because of the timeless nature of both His existence and ministry.  
Scripture reveals He has existed since before time began.  John said, “In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1).  King Solomon 
spoke of the Anointed One as the personification of Divine wisdom.  In doing so, he described 
our Lord as being present at creation, saying, “before he made the land, the fields, or the first 
soil on Earth.  I was there when he established the heavens, when he laid out the horizon on 
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the surface of the ocean” (Proverbs 8:26-27).  Jesus has always existed, and He always will 
exist.  Scripture says, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). 
 All of these things uphold Jesus as being more than a man, teacher, leader, or moral 
example.  Scripture reveals He was God.  Though He came in form as a man to save us from 
sin, He existed as God before time began.  The Bible says He “did not consider equality with 
God as something to be exploited.  Instead he emptied himself by assuming the form of a 
servant, taking on the likeness of humanity” (Philippians 2:6-7).  While on Earth, Jesus was one 
hundred percent God and one hundred percent man.  Theologians use the title “hypostatic 
union” to refer to this dual nature of our Lord.  It was necessary for Him to embody both 
divinity and humanity in odder to adequately provide rescue for humanity’s sin. 
 Despite the fact that many cast doubt on Jesus’ Divine nature, He Himself affirmed it.  
On one occasion, He flatly used the revered name of Yahweh in reference to Himself (John 
8:58).  Some may deny He meant to call Himself God, but His intent was clear.  His religious 
opponents knew what He meant, because they attempted to put Him to death for blasphemy 
(John 8:59). 
 One cannot reduce Jesus to a the level of a good moral example, enlightened teacher, 
or religious leader.  He is unique.  He was and is the only Son of God.  His miracles and 
teachings reveal such to be true.  To make Him anything other than God results in a 
cataclysmic collapse of all He taught.  A Jesus who is not God is a Jesus who was a liar, since 
Jesus claimed divinity for Himself.  In his book Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis has commented 
on this reality through an argument that has become quite famous: 
 

I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say 
about Him: I!m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don!t accept his claim 
to be God.  That is the one thing we must not say.  A man who was merely a man and said 
the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher.  He would either be a 
lunatic — on the level with the man who says he is a poached egg — or else he would be 
the Devil of Hell.  You must make your choice.  Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, 
or else a madman or something worse.  You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him 
and kill him as a demon or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God, but let us not 
come with any patronizing nonsense about his being a great human teacher.  He has not 
left that open to us. He did not intend to.2 

 
To truly follow Christ, one must regard Jesus for who He really was.  Softer forms of 
Christianity that sterilize the claims of Christ are insufficient.  Self-help approaches to the Bible 
that make Jesus little more than a life-coach won’t cut it.  To experience His transformational 
power, one must regard Him as being special and unique.  Jesus was and is the Son of God! 
 
JESUS TOOK CARE OF OUR BIGGEST PROBLEM. 
From the beginning of time, Jesus was God’s plan to save humanity from the consequences of 
sin.  When Adam and Eve violated the Lord’s commands in the Garden of Eden, the Lord told 
Satan, “I will put hostility between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her 
offspring.  He will strike your head, and you will strike his heel” (Genesis 3:15).  Theologians like 
to use a big word to refer to that verse.  They call it the “Protoevangelium.”  The title is derived 
from of two Greek words that mean “first gospel.”  Thus, the passage from Genesis is regarded 
as the first mention of the gospel in the Bible. 
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 You see, before time began, Jesus was God’s plan for providing salvation for man and 
woman.  In Revelation 13:8, we read of how the names of all who are redeemed by the blood 
of the Lamb were written “from the foundation of the world in the book of life.”  Jesus was not 
a mere rabbi who happened to appear on the scene of human history during the reign of 
Tiberius.  According to the Lord’s eternal plan, He was sent to accomplish God’s purposes for 
humanity. 
 Genesis 1:26 makes allusion to the presence of Jesus with God in the beginning by 
speaking of God in the second person plural.  Instead of speaking of Himself as “I” or “My,” the 
Godhead referred to Himself with the words “Us” and “Our.”  Why did the Lord use plural 
pronouns?  His intent was to convey His three-in-one nature.  Forever God has existed as God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  Each person of the Trinity has a unique 
place and purpose in God’s eternal plans. 
 Jesus’ unique purpose was to provide salvation for men and women.  While on earth, 
Jesus said, “For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him who 
sent me” (John 6:38).  What was the will of the Father for Jesus?  Plain and simple, Jesus 
came to save humanity from sins.  Peter said, “For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, 
but made alive by the Spirit” (1 Peter 3:18).  
 To fully experience the effects of Jesus’ work, one must understand what all He did on 
behalf of humanity.  The phrase “Jesus died for you” is an oft-repeated one.  It has nearly 
become a religious cliche to express the realities of Christian salvation.  While it conveys 
important truth, it doesn’t encompass the full work of what Christ accomplished.  In addition to 
dying, Jesus also lived and was raised for humankind. 
 Jesus lived for me.  In order to provide a suitable substitute for sin, Jesus needed to 
first live on our behalf.  It wasn’t fitting for Him to simply step into the time continuum of human 
history and die for sins.  A mere sacrifice for sins was not enough.  To die for sins, Jesus first 
had to live for sins.  He had to offer a perfect life on behalf of our imperfect lives. 
 It is for this reason that John the Baptist referred to Jesus as “the lamb of God” (John 
1:29).  In accordance with the prophecy of Isaiah, Jesus lived an unblemished life on behalf of 
blemished humanity.  He was innocent and pure.  He had no sin.  
  If He would have been tarnished by iniquity, He would not have been able to offer a 
viable sacrifice on our behalf.  It was necessary for Him to live for us.  We can have confidence 
that our sins our forgiven, because Jesus offered His righteous life on behalf of our unrighteous 
lives.  
 Jesus died for me.  Our Lord’s death is at the heart of the Christian message.  
Because our sin deserved spiritual and physical death (Genesis 2:16-17, Romans 5:12 and 
6:23), a substitute had to experience death on our behalf.  Because He lived a perfect life, 
Jesus was the perfect sacrifice for sin.  He offered Himself for us.  The Bible says, “ But God 
proves his own love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). 
 Jesus was raised for me.  His death wasn’t the end of the Christian message.  If He 
would have stayed dead, His work on our behalf wouldn’t have been effective.  It was 
necessary for Him to conquer death to release us from the penalty of death.  Through being 
raised, He proved He was God, and He provided life for all who trust in Him.  Because He got 
up from the grave, we have promise that the power of sin no longer has power over us.  The 
Bible says, “And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead lives in you, then he who 
raised Christ from the dead will also bring your mortal bodies to life through his Spirit who lives 
in you” (Romans 8:11).  Through the resurrection, Christians have promise of life.  Sin no longer 
has power over them.  They have assurance of abundant life on earth (John 10:10) and eternal 
life in heaven (John 3:16). 



 

 

 
JESUS IS STILL ALIVE. 
Jesus lived on earth for only thirty-three years.  His time among humanity was impactful; 
however, He is no longer here.  Christians have been left to pursue His will without Him.  Jesus 
was straightforward about this reality when He was with the Twelve.  He regularly told of the 
way in which it was necessary for Him to go away.  On three different occasions, He made 
announcements about His pending death and departure (Mark 8:31, 9:31, 10:33-34).  In John’s 
gospel, He plainly told them, “I am going away to prepare a place for you” (John 14:2). 
 Jesus’ crucifixion was not the cause of His departure.  Though He died, He was raised.  
After His resurrection, He spent forty more days on Earth with His disciples (Acts 1:3).  His 
ultimate departure from Earth did not occur until an event we call the Ascension.  Acts 1:9-10 
speaks of the event, saying, “After he had said this, he was taken up as they were watching, 
and a cloud took him out of their sight.  While he was going, they were gazing into heaven, and 
suddenly two men in white clothes stood by them.” 
 The event known as the Ascension doesn’t get much publicity nowadays.  Christians 
rarely talk about it, and preachers don’t preach on it much.  Despite the silence concerning the 
event, it is a pivotal event in the work of Christ.  It was a watershed moment that signified two 
new realities for the people of God.  If we want to follow Jesus, we must be aware of this event 
and its implications.  It informs us regarding where Jesus is now.  It tells us that Jesus now 
resides in two primary places — in our hearts and in heaven. 
 Jesus is in my heart.  Christians have the promise that Jesus resides within their soul 
through the presence of the Holy Spirit.  The reality of this truth was seen through the way our 
Lord described Christian salvation as a new birth.  When talking to a man named Nicodemus, 
He said, “Truly I tell you, unless someone is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” 
(John 3:3).  Jesus’ words highlighted an important reality of the gospel.  The call to follow 
Christ isn’t a call to a system of rules or rituals.  It involves a complete change of heart and 
mind.  When one steps out to follow Jesus in faith, a supernatural work occurs within their soul.  
The Spirit of Christ invades the immaterial part of their nature and transforms them into a 
completely new person (2 Corinthians 5:17).  At the moment of faith, one is born again 
(Galatians 3:2).  The Spirit of Christ makes the believer’s heart His home (Ephesians 1:13), and 
He promises to never leave (Matthew 28:20 and Ephesians 1:14).  
 The truth regarding the new birth should bring great comfort to believers.  Through the 
presence of Jesus in their hearts, they have strength to face anything and everything God may 
allow into their lives (Philippians 4:13).  They have an inexhaustible source of comfort (Romans 
15:13) and an inner-means of spiritual enlightenment (1 John 2:27).  When life is confusing, 
they have a guide by their side (John 16:13).  Through the Spirit of Christ, believers are filled 
with power to produce all forms of Christian virtue (Galatians 5:22). 
 Jesus is at the right hand of God.  The Bible teaches Jesus is near God in heaven.  
Hebrews 1:3 says, “The Son is the radiance of God!s glory and the exact expression of his 
nature, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After making purification for sins, he sat 
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.”  Colossians 3:1 says, “So if you have been 
raised with Christ, seek the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set 
your minds on things above, not on earthly things.”  Revelation 5:5 portrays the Lamb of God 
dwelling near the presence of God in heaven. 
 In the ancient world, the right hand of a ruler was a place of great significance (Mark 
10:37).  It was reserved for one who was second in charge to the king.  Scripture employed the 
concept as a metaphor to depict Christ as ruling with God the Father.  Right now, our Lord sits 
as sovereign over all creation.  No matter what takes place on planet Earth, we can have 



 

 

confidence that Christ is in charge.  There is nothing that happens in our country, our families, 
or our personal lives that has not passed through the filter of His loving providence.  
 
Truth concerning where Jesus is now should encourage us in our faith.  I like to think of the 
aforementioned realities in light of my experiences working in the restaurant industry during my 
college years.  I remember when I was taught to cook steaks.  Previously, I didn’t know the 
difference between a medium rare or medium well piece of meat.  I needed a lot of training! 
 Fortunately, I had a manager who invested in me.  He saw glimmers of a good work 
ethic in my performance, and he took me under his wing.  I was excited the first time we got 
behind the mesquite grill.  He stood next to me and showed me how to flip the steaks and 
gauge their temperature.  He gave me pointers and taught me things I remember to this day. 
When my training was complete, he released me to run the grill on my own, but I was never 
totally alone.  He was nearby, always on the floor of the restaurant, and merely a call away. 
 Spiritually speaking, Christians have been blessed with a similar experience.  We have a 
great guide in the Spirit of Christ.  Though He has left Earth, He is still very near.  In fact, He is 
actually nearer than He was before.  He is in our souls! 
 In addition to being in our hearts, Christ is also in Heaven.  He rules supremely and 
sovereignly from the right hand of God.  He is in control of all things.  Regardless of what may 
happen in life, we have promise that the Lord is near and that He is in control.  We have a 
guide by our side and a ruler at the right hand of God.  We can call on Him at any time and He 
will help! 
 
JESUS INVITES US TO A RELATIONSHIP 
Christianity is different than all other world religions.  While other creeds place emphasis on 
rituals and regulations, Christ places emphasis on relationship.  As His children, we aren’t 
called to follow a mere set of principles or precepts.  We are called to follow a person!  Jesus 
said, “I am the vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in me and I in him produces 
much fruit, because you can do nothing without me” (John 15:5).  It is when we grasp the 
relational realities associated with Christ that we will experience His transformational power in 
our lives. 
 Jesus depicted the nature our relationship with Him through a metaphor.  He compared 
our connection to Him to the connection that exists between a vine and its branches.  If you’ve 
ever done work in a garden or on a farm, you get the picture.  Even if you’re not much of a 
green thumb, the meaning probably isn’t lost on you.  Jesus’ first-century hearers got the 
picture.  They were of an agrarian society, so they knew what He meant.  Just as the branches, 
leaves, and fruit of a plant receive water and nutrients from a vine or root system, Christ 
followers receive spiritual strength and sustenance through a connection to Him. 
 According to God’s Word, believers enjoy a soul-to-soul connection with God through 
the Spirit of Christ within them.  We’ve already spoken about this reality, but let’s take it a step 
further.  In order to experience the power of Christ’s Spirit, we have to learn to “remain” in 
Jesus.  The word translated “remains” in John 15:5 is one that meant “to be at home with.”  
Used in regard to people, it depicted a close relationship, the type of relationship one might 
experience with family members.  To really follow Jesus, you must understand that He has 
called you to have a close relationship with Him. 
 Our Lord highlighted this reality on an occasion in which He talked with a woman at a 
well in the region of Samaria.  Speaking of personal worship, He told her, “God is spirit, and 
those who worship him must worship in Spirit and in truth” (John 4:24).  Jesus’ words revealed 
that true worship involves a soul to soul, spirit to spirit commendation with God.  Believers 



 

 

have access to such a relationship through Christ.  We aren’t mere physical beings living in a 
physical world.  We have a spiritual capacity through which we connect to our Creator. 
 To enjoy such fellowship with Christ, we must engage in two activities that are basic to 
every relationship — talking and listening.  The first action involves prayer.  Jesus has invited 
all of us to call out to Him through making our requests known unto Him (John 14:13).  The 
second action involves reading God’s Word and listening to what He has to say to us.  When 
He prayed on our behalf, Jesus indicated that the Lord’s truth would be a means through 
which the church would receive spiritual strength (John 17:17).  Hearing from God and talking 
to God are our two paths to abiding in Christ. 
  When I was in college I learned about the importance of listening and talking in 
relationships.  I was shy and reserved.  I had a hard time interacting with others.  Fortunately, 
someone gave me a book that presented a simple relationship tip.  It described human 
interaction like throwing a ball back and forth.  To effectively connect with others, one must 
learn how to catch the conversational ball (listen) and throw the conversational ball (talk).  My 
relational skills soared as I applied my newfound skill. 
 To abide in Christ, you need to learn to do something similar.  Make it your practice to 
regularly talk and listen.  Be strong in both Scripture and prayer.  Through connecting with 
Jesus through his ordained means of fellowship, you can experience a soul-to-soul connection 
with HIm.  His truth will guide you and His presence will accompany you.  You will enjoy an 
abiding relationship with Him, the type of relationship that will fill you with life, joy, and 
strength.   
 Know this — the Christian religion isn’t just an educational type of thing.  It is an 
experiential type of thing.  You can learn about Jesus without truly loving Him.  Make sure you 
don’t settle for empty religion.  Make sure you develop a meaningful relationship.  All the truth 
of Jesus we’ve discussed is of little consequence if you don’t learn to abide in Him.  Seek after 
a relationship in which you talk to Him and listen to Him on a consistent basis. 
 
JESUS IS COMING AGAIN. 
A study on Jesus isn’t complete without talking about His return to Earth.  Though He came 
once before as a suffering servant to pay the price for our sins, He is coming again to vanquish 
sin and Satan forever.  The prophet Isaiah spoke of our Lord’s first coming by saying, “But he 
was pierced because of our rebellion, crushed because of our iniquities; punishment for our 
peace was on him, and we are healed by his wounds” (Isaiah 53:5).  The prophet’s prophecies 
were not limited to the First Century.  He encapsulated both Jesus’ first and second coming in 
one verse by saying, “For a child will be born for us, a son will be given to us, and the 
government will be on his shoulders.  He will be named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). 
 Truth concerning Jesus’ return is important.  Some may chose to disregard teaching 
concerning the subject.  I get it.  Sensationalists have made the mere mention of end times 
theology an annoyance for many.  Proverbial eye rolling is in order for the claims made by 
some last days gurus.  The book of Revelation has been twisted, hotly debated, and given an 
unhealthy place of prominence to support the views of some pundits.  It is understandable why 
some bristle up at discussions of end-time events. 
 Despite all the debates out there, the return of Christ is an important topic with which 
believers should be familiar.  It provides great hope for Christians who await the end of all 
things.  Though our world is marred by a lot of confusion and pain, deliverance is coming.  
Christ wielded a decisive victory over sin and Satan at the cross.  He will one day vanquish 
such things completely when He returns to Earth.  John described what Earth will be like after 
Jesus has returned: 



 

 

 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more.  I also saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared like a bride adorned for her husband.  
Then I heard a loud voice from the throne:, Look, God!s dwelling is with humanity, and he 
will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and will be 
their God.  He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; grief, 
crying, and pain will be no more, because the previous things have passed away 
(Revelation 20:1-4). 

 
Living in this messed up world can breed a lot of anxiety and anger.  The fallen philosophies 
and practices of others can produce a lot of angst and resentment.  The pain can be especially 
difficult to bear for Christians who know Christ’s truth. 
 How can Christ followers carry on?  I propose that the return of Christ is a means of 
great comfort.  There is a reason the Lord gave us a record of what will happen in the end.  He 
knew we needed hope to endure.  Every last detail of what will happen at the end of time may 
be unknowable, but we can know Christ is returning to vanquish Satan, sin, and death forever.  
Never forget that hope is one of the most important Christian virtues.  Paul said, “Now these 
three remain: faith, hope, and love…” (1 Corinthians 13:13). 
 Every time you are tempted to be torn up by a news report, remember that Jesus is 
coming again.  When difficult people unnerve you, set your mind on the Second Coming.  If life 
seems sad and depressing, look forward to the day in which all things will be made new.  
Maintain the perspective of John.  In closing the book of Revelation, He said, “Amen! Come, 
Lord Jesus!” (Revelation 22:20). 


